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Academic - On October 26th Algonquin had a visit from The United States Dept. of 

State. Three members came accompanied by participants of the International Visitors 
Leadership Program (IVLP).  The IVLP visited with 18 prominent international journalists here to 
learn more about news literacy. They came to ARHS to observe our students using an online 
simulation on news literacy called Checkology taught to our freshmen in Computer Essentials. 
In addition, three sections of U.S. History 1 were also observed in their unit studying the First 

Amendment.  IVLP and students engaged in a Q&A to promote 
journalism.  Thank you to Ms. Griffin for planning this wonderful event 
and bringing together the business department, social studies department, and the library team.  One of our 
parents, Ms. LeBourdonnec, a native of Brittany France, volunteered her time for our French class working 
without students on a variety of topics!   This is a great way for students to get cultural experience while 
continuing to learn the language in and out of the classroom.  Our Marketing 
& DECA team hosted Ryan Davoren, District Manager of Vector Marketing.  
Mr. Davoren engaged with our marketing classes on making a successful sales 
pitch.  He then came after school to talk with DECA members on interviewing 
skills.   

Activities & Clubs – Seniors Allan Bramhill, Tony Massaglia and Junior Olivia Lamy 

in collaboration with the Club Operation Tomahawk 
held a Veterans Day ceremony with guest speaker, Southborough VFW Post 3276 
Commander Steve Whynot. Student speakers shared the importance of honoring our 
veterans and what Veterans Day means to them. Two students explained their desire 
to serve their country after graduation after which their peers joined in for a standing 
ovation. There were performances during the ceremony of our national anthem and 

other patriotic songs arranged by Ms. Waters.  Our Camerata singers after the assembly visited offices and classrooms to sing 
patriotic songs.  NBHS Induction Ceremony, held earlier this month, inducted 29 juniors and seniors to the National Business Honor 
Society.  BEST Buddies, this past October, presented at the Northboro Junior Women’s Club monthly meeting held at Trinity Church.  
Hailey Lowe and Julianna Eigen presented about our chapter’s mission, our events, and 
highlights of attending the 2018 Best Buddies Leadership Conference this past July. We 
are now partners with the NJWC in supporting their efforts to maintain a community 

beautification site on Rt20.  The Unified Singing Club 
sang the national anthem before the home games for 
the Unified Basketball games and sang it at the 
Jamboree as well.  The Unified Singing Club and Color 
Guard Team have performed at multiple athletic events 
this year!  The National English Honor Society has completed its 2018-2019 application process and 
will induct 22 new members on Thursday, November 29th.  Class updates – The Freshman Class has 

finished the first quarter of their high school career and are involved in all aspects of the school 
now from Student Government to Athletics to next month's Musical to clubs and 
extracurricular activities. The Sophomore class hosted an amazing dance on Friday, November 
16th in which over half of the class attended and they raised quite a bit of money for them.  
The Sophomore class will also be hosting a babysitting fundraiser on December 15th SAVE THE 
DATE, to allow parents to do some holiday shopping or just get out for a bit.  The Junior Class is 
working with Carbonneau’s dress shop, Men's Warehouse, Le Limo and more to showcase 
some great Prom Fashions and provide students discounted pre-prom shopping opportunities!  The Senior Class is planning for their 
spring events.  Students will be hearing about ordering their caps and gowns and senior-itis will soon set in!  The Science  
National Honor Society inducted 40 (!!!) students earlier this month, celebrating student successes in an afterschool event! 
 

  



Athletics – As our fall season winds down, we have some of our teams going on to district tournaments and our student-

athletes continuing to volunteer in community events and at other schools.  We had a large turnout for our all Winter Sports night 
followed by our individual team breakouts in which parents responded with positive words of support for our school and our athletics 

program.  Tryouts started this past Monday!  “Code Tomahawk” spirit continues to 
gain steam as more teams are jockeying to win the most school spirit points 
(points are earned by attending other school events).  The Captain’s Breakfast, 
held last month, had 
teams work together to 
continue to develop the 
student-athlete 
leadership skills while 
answering the questions 
“What is my role and 

why was I voted Team Captain?”  The annual Friendship Walk was a huge 
success and thank you to 
the Cheerleaders who came out to volunteer and face paint!  Our T-HAWK of the 
Month for the month of October goes to Macey Poitras-Cote Field Hockey, Grace 
Oelkers Girls Soccer, Monica Guadalupe Gutierrez-Hermosillo Color Guard, Jack 
Tobin Boys Golf, and Tess Reyes Girls Cross Country.  This is for male and female 
athletes who were voted by their coaches and teammates: This award recognizes 
outstanding student-athletes for their demonstration of leadership, teamwork, 
sportsmanship, and excellence on and off the field of play.  Athletic Council and 
ARHS Student-Athletes read at Peaslee Elementary School working to create 
positive connections with their future T-Hawks.  The Ambassadors Program 
through Athletic Council, which include Lucy Gauvin, Nick Alcock, and Mia 
McAuliffe, attended a leadership conference at Gillette Stadium.  Here are our fall 
performances:  Boys Soccer, Girls Soccer, Field Hockey and Volleyball all qualified 

for postseason play and played well! Boy’s Golf competed in District’s with a 7th place finish.  At states, Girls XC finished 20th with Tess 
Reyes continuing phenomenal “winning run” placing 8th overall and Boys XC placed 19th.  Football held strong through a tough season 
and the CHEER TEAM finished 5th (!!!) at Regional’s and 11th (!!!) at States to now go on 
to compete at National’s – this is a FIRST in the history of the ARHS Cheer Program!  So 
exciting!  Unified Basketball had a game vs. Hopkinton on 11/9.  Great game and an 
immense show of support from T-HAWK Nation. “You can’t hide the T-HAWK pride” 
Unified Basketball is now 4-1 on the season with wins over Shepherd Hill, Marlboro, 
Shrewsbury, and Hopkinton.  ARHS hosted the Unified Basketball and Special Olympics 
Jamboree bringing together North Middlesex, Groton-Dunstable, ARHS, Fitchburg, 
Oakmont, and Littleton as well as the ARHS community who came to support.  National 
Letter of Intent to play collegiate athletes signed their letters on NLI DAY: Erin Blake -
Franklin Pierce University/Lacrosse, Danielle Brazeau-Franklin Pierce University/Lacrosse, Jack Tobin- Siena College/Golf, Ric Carreras-St. 
John University/Lacrosse, Nick Redden-Keene State College/Basketball, Matt Umphrey-University of Connecticut/Golf, Callen Willwerth-
Saint Anselm College/Lacrosse and Sophie Scearbo-Merrimack College/Lacrosse.  As AD Mocerino says, “See you at the games!” 

Department Updates 
 
World History –  The Social Studies Department had an exciting month starting with a very successful 
department-wide service project, the "Bare Necessities Drive."  We collected hundreds of extremely 
needed new socks and feminine hygiene products for shelters in Worcester-- Veterans, Inc. a shelter 
for homeless vets and Abby's House, a shelter for homeless women & children who have been the 
victims of domestic violence.  We are grateful to all the students and families who donated.  We have 
launched a new podcast, "Four Score and Seven Podcasters" hosted by the U.S. I team.  This has been 
made possible by a SEF grant!  Our first episode is posted with more to come! 
 
Fine Arts – CHICAGO is in the last weeks of rehearsals!  54 students in the cast and 16 in the student pit 
orchestra.  The show opens on Thursday, December 6 at 7 pm, and will run until Saturday evening.  
Tickets are now available at https://arhschicago.brownpapertickets.com or in the ARHS main office.  
The show is set in the legendary city during the roaring jazz hot 20s.  Chicago tells the story of two rival vaudevillian murderesses 
locked up in Cook County Jail. Nightclub star Velmas serving time for killing her husband and sister after finding the two have been 
having an affair.  Driven chorus girl Roxies have been tossed in the joint for “bumping off” the lover she's been cheating on her 

https://arhschicago.brownpapertickets.com/


husband with.  Not one to rest on her laurels, Velma enlists the help of prison matron Mama Morton 
and slickster lawyer Billy Flynn, who turn Velma's incarceration into a murder-of-the-week media 
frenzy, thus preparing the world for a splashy showbiz comeback.   
 
Science – Our AP Environmental Classes made pond ecosystems.  Students replicated the ecosystem 
with a pond ecosystem on the bottom, land in the middle and a decomposition chamber on the top.  
The ecosystems are all interconnected with fish added to the system to 
support continuous living organisms.  This is a great opportunity for 
students to take skills learned in the classroom and creatively apply 
them to building living ecosystems.   
 
Applied Art & Technology – Our Guest Speaker Ms. Cheryl Miller, Senior 
Business Advisor of Clark University’s Small Business Development 
Center met with Mrs. Norrman’s Business Fundamentals class, Mrs. 

Riley’s Marketing and Ms. Ruffo’s Economics classes to talk about ways to develop marketing plans.  
Thank you to the community for their constant support and willingness to seamlessly integrate with our 
classes while continuously exposing our students to the many options for beyond the classroom skills application!  
 
Guidance – At Algonquin, it is our mission for students to feel safe, loved, and 
celebrated.  Day for Change achieves this by helping students become aware 

that they are more alike than they are 
different.  The Guidance Department hosted 
the annual anti-bullying program with the 
entire freshmen class on Thursday, Nov. 
15th. Over 70 peer mentors and 40 faculty 
participated in the day leading freshmen 
through large and small group activities 
focused on encouraging respect, 
appreciation, and empathy among students. The program inspires students and adults alike to 
commit to creating a positive change within 

the community.  The day ended with students participating in a presentation by 
Kevin Wanzer.  Kevin is nationally recognized as one of the most entertaining and 
effective school speakers about making positive choices, making sure that nobody 
gets left behind or forgotten, to be role models and to be kind.  And best of all, he 
did it all through laughter.  Thank you to our APTO for bringing Wanzer to speak 
with our parents at an after-school event. 
 

Library – As a result of continued collaboration, 
October brought a diverse group of visitors to the library.  USI continues to bring their classes to 
the library to participate in Big Group activities.  This month, students found themselves stranded 
on a remote island and needed to devise a way in which to 
survive.  This activity provided the foundation for discussions about 
government:  why are they formed and are they needed?  Ms. Muise 
has been bringing in our smallest visitors.  Tiny Tomahawks have been 
coming in for story time and their pure delight is infectious and 
enriches the climate of the library.  November 7th kicked off our 

Speakers Series.  Angus Scrimgeour, Ph.D., spoke to the students about his position as a civilian scientist 
with the U.S. Army.   Students had the opportunity to learn and engage in topics and concerns facing our 
soldiers, the process scientists go through to develop an experiment to address these concerns, and the 
wide-reaching impact of the findings.  The library continues to develop programs and book displays to 
encourage the use of the library space and resources.  We are excited about being the hub for so many 
activities.  Library by the numbers:  71 classes used the classroom, 96 classes used the computer labs, 898 
books circulated, and 7000+ student visits to the library on their own time. 
 
Student Support & ESL -  Mrs. Chan's Biology class applied their microscope skills to investigate different cells through both traditional 
microscope work and application of the high tech Eno board.  The Eno Interactive Whiteboard magnetic icon strip can be used to 
interact with anything showing on your computer screen!  We are very excited to share that with our OT, Karen Brown, Pre – 



Vocational Internship Program at ARHS.  Students are learning wonderful skills through various jobs at 
sites within the building and at other sites such as Peaslee School.  Pre-vocational opportunities have 
been created in Athletics and the Music, Library, History, Math, World Language and the Applied 
Arts/Technology Departments.  Thank you to all of our department chairs for their collaboration.     
 
World Language – Our French 2 courses are creating a PowerPoint presentation on various themes 
relating to France while our French 4 students created a costume contest on the research conducted 

on famous French leaders by dressing up as their French leader.  This supported 
students being creative in how they wanted to learn about French history and how 
to represent various important leaders.  Spanish 3 is researching famous Spanish 
artists and their artwork, culminating in a class presentation to promote language 
and cultural development.  Latin students are integrating technology to film various 
Latin skits from stories in their text.  Great way to advance the application of 
language skills! 
 
Physical Education & Health – Term 2 is well underway with students engaging in 
pickleball, hiking, football and more.  Some seniors have put on their Patriots 

Jerseys to jump into the game of football, others have picked up pickleball.  Juniors have put on 
their hiking boots and have started their journey into the 
woods experiencing the various components of hiking from 
water treatment to lightning storm safety.  We are excited to 
announce that our sophomores and freshmen have made a 
first-ever swap to bring some of the proactive health curricula 
to our freshman class.  This decision and great work are 
driven by research supporting ARHS getting a head start on 
health issues facing adolescents.  Our freshmen find 

themselves in the classroom for two weeks looking at the dangers of drugs and alcohol! 
 
Math – Our Math Team comprised of Sam Forbush, Andrew Lee, Ben Poon, and Andrew Yang, placed 8th 
out of 85 teams at the 31st Annual WPI Invitational Math Meet.  Andrew Lee tied for the 2nd best overall 
individual score, winning a plaque and a gift card for his efforts!!!  Ms. Reynolds presented a project-based 
approach where students as an introduction to experimental design assembled two paper helicopters and 
controlled for specific variables.  This allowed students to explicitly measure the difference in drop times 
between long and short helicopter blades.  Students collected data while trying to minimize measurement 
error with a final poster presentation for the class to discuss after the activity.  8 students participated in 
the 55th Annual Massachusetts Math Olympiad (Level 1). These students took a 90-minute, 25-question 

challenging contest.  Results will come out in a few weeks with the goal of 
some of our students qualifying for the Level 2 contest in February.  Freshmen Math Team (pictured) 
who came in first place at the meet on 10/24.  5 perfect scores!  Varsity Math Team took 3rd Place at 
the first WOCOMAL meet of the year with 13 total competitors. We also scored 29/30 possible points 
on our first NEML contest of the year with 18 total competitors.  
 
English –  Ms. Coppens reports that The Harbinger was recognized by the National Scholastic Press 
Association as a winner of its most prestigious award: The Newspaper Pacemaker for last year's print 
issues!  There are only 28 total winners from thousands of high school newspapers nationally.  The 
above link shows the winners on the left and finalists on the right (cover of The Harbinger pictured 
here).  Ms. Coppens announced that we are the only winning school from not only New England but also 
the northeast US.  The Algonquin Writing Center reports a successful AWC field trip in which 3 of our 
students, Elsa Ray, Emma Fellenbaum, and Paul Probst presented a workshop called How to Make 
Writers Uncomfortable -- in a Good Way, AND educators from other schools reached out to Principal 
Walsh to sing our students praises on their great work.  Our English team worked together to review 

over 200 (!!!) entries for the 2nd Annual Summer Reading Contest in which we had 29 semi-finalists.  Congratulations to Lauren 
Dennis (freshman), Lainey Betcha (sophomore), Marina Khan (junior) and Emma Fellenbaum (senior) are our class winners and 
were honored in each of their classes with a pizza party to celebrate with their peers!  
 
Administration – Dr. Walsh presented at Day for Change, quoting Dr. Martin Luther King, “…hate cannot drive out hate: only love 
can do that.”  Dr. Walsh and Ms. Tontodonato in their speeches focused on creating positive choices and how happiness is 
infectious!    Be kind.  Be well.  Be connected T-Hawks!  

http://arhsharbinger.com/
http://studentpress.org/nspa/awards/npm18/

